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Introduction 
 
In April 2020, Governor Murphy issued an executive order that became P.L.2020, c.27. This law 
provides for the continuity of instruction in the event of a public-health related district closure so 
that LEAs can utilize virtual or remote instruction to satisfy the 180-day requirement pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9. In order to provide transparency and ensure that New Jersey students 
continue to receive high quality, standards-based instruction, each school district, charter school, 
renaissance school project and Approved Private School for Students with Disabilities (APSSDs) 
must annually submit its proposed program for virtual or remote instruction (plan) to the 
Commissioner of Education.  
 
This plan would be implemented during a district closure lasting more than three 
consecutive school days due to a declared state of emergency, declared public health 
emergency, or a directive by the appropriate health agency or officer to institute a public 
health-related closure. A superintendent must consult with the board of education, if 
practicable, prior to implementing the school district’s plan of virtual or remote instruction. A 
day of virtual or remote instruction, if instituted under a plan approved by the Commissioner of 
Education, is considered the equivalent of a full day of school attendance for the purposes of 
meeting State and local graduation requirements, awarding of course credit, and such other 
matters as determined by the Commissioner of Education 
 
It is anticipated that additional or revised considerations may need to be included in this plan 
during a school closure.  
 
Pursuant to PL 2020, c.27, this plan was approved by the Board of Education on October 28, 
2021 and submitted to the Commissioner of Education through the Executive County 
Superintendent. The plan has been posted on the district website: www.pittsgrove.net. 
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Virtual or Remote Learning Program  
PreK-12 Goals   

 
Goals 
1. Virtual learning will continue to be guided by P.L. 2020, c.27 and the school district's updated 

Emergency Virtual or Remote Instruction Programs Plan if schools are required to deliver 
instruction through a fully virtual environment during limited periods throughout the school 
year due to a local or Statewide public health emergency.  

2. Implement the five key pillars of virtual or remote instruction: time 
management/schedules, great instruction, human connection, instruction that provides 
appropriate chunking of lesson content, and feedback/support for student learning. 

3. Ensure that all students have access to high-quality instruction and support through the use of 
a Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS). 

4. Ensure the delivery of Special Education and Related Services to Students with Disabilities.  
5. Utilize Learning Management Systems and Educational Technology that assist in the 

transition and effectiveness of virtual or remote instruction.  
6. Determine and utilize online pre-assessments and formative assessments in a virtual 

learning environment to support student growth and learning.  
7. The District will continue to develop a shared understanding among staff, students, and 

families across grade levels regarding learning expectations, learning environments, and 
expectations for interactions to ensure all students have access to high-quality instruction 
during virtual or remote instruction. 
 

 
Virtual or Remote Learning Program  

Action Steps for Tier I Instruction PreK-12   
 
 
Action Steps for Virtual or Remote Instruction PreK-12 (Tier I Instruction)  
 
1. Adoption of an LMS – Seesaw for PreK-2 and Google Classroom for Grades 3-12 
 
2. Adoption of the following District Educational Technology for instruction and 

communication: Screencastify, Edpuzzle, Kami, ClassDojo, and Remind.  
 
a. Additional educational technology tools are utilized based on grade levels and 

instructional goals (i.e., Padlet, Boom Cards, Kahoot, Prodigy, IXL, Reading A-Z, 
Mystery Science, etc.).  

 
3. The District will ensure that all students have access to high quality, differentiated, culturally 

responsive core academic and behavioral instruction.  To ensure this high-quality instruction 
for all students, we will use a Multi-tiered System of Support (MTSS). Specifically, Tier I 
instruction will focus on the following components in either a whole group or small group 
format.  

a. Use of OSCAR in lesson design (ways teachers can differentiate within a lesson); 
OSCAR refers to the following: communicating learning objectives, building on 
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background knowledge and motivation, setting success criteria, planning lessons with 
structures/routines, and reflecting on learning 

b. Curriculum aligned to the NJSLS and curriculum pacing guides  
c. Differentiated Instruction, Flexible Grouping, Cooperative Learning, Small Group 

Instruction, Culturally Responsive Teaching/Classrooms    
d. Virtual Classroom Accommodations to Support Learning 

 
4. Tier I instruction will be delivered by whole group explicit instruction and then small group 

instruction with levels of differentiation: on-level instruction, re-teaching for struggling 
students, and extensions for advanced students. Small-group targeted instruction will also 
occur when appropriate. 

a. Tier II and Tier III will be outlined in the District’s RTI Guide and posted on the 
website.  Tier II and Tier III groups will continue to meet during virtual instruction (at 
the designated time in school schedules). 

 
5. Reduce the use of traditional assessment types and increase the use of non-traditional 

assessments, such as performance-based, portfolios, free-response, etc. 
 
6. Reduce the use of lengthy assessments.  Assess student understanding in small chunks and 

focus on detailed feedback to guide self-reflection and learning. 
 
7. All teachers will continue to implement the District’s grading categories and ensure an 

appropriate and timely balance of assessments that reflect student learning. 
 

8. Provide appropriate district-approved modifications and accommodations where/when needed. 
 

9. Teachers will continue to use the District’s local grading and attendance policies. 
 
 

Delivery of Special Education and Related Services to Students with Disabilities 
 
 
Action Steps for Virtual or Remote Instruction PreK-12   
 
1. Consistent with guidance from the United States Department of Education, school districts 

must continue to meet their obligations under the Federal Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) and the New Jersey State special education regulations for students with 
disabilities to the greatest extent possible. 

 
2. During virtual or remote learning, the special education staff (which includes special education 

teachers, speech and language pathologists, social workers, school psychologists, occupational 
therapists, physical therapists, learning disabilities teacher-consultant, and a behaviorist) will 
provide special education services using a variety of different strategies and online platforms 
(Seesaw (PreK-2)) and Google Classroom (Grades 3-12)) based on an individual student’s 
needs.  Virtual or remote learning will include tools, such as instructional videos, online access 
to educational programs, virtual live sessions, parent consultation, and additional resources 
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which will be on Seesaw or Google Classroom for student centers.  Special education staff will 
collaborate with families to determine what services are needed.  In addition, special education 
staff will collaborate regularly with general education teachers in order for students to access 
the general education curriculum with the modifications and accommodations in their 
Individual Education Plan (IEP).  

 
3. Special Education Staff will: 

a. Provide special education and related services in the IEP through multiple modalities: 
virtual/remote instruction, online learning websites, online instructional materials, 
paper packets, instructional videos, adaptive technology/tools, etc. 

b. Individualize materials to meet the needs of each student based on their Individualized 
Education Program. 

c. Individualize access to online learning programs and tools. 
d. Collaborate with general education teachers, related service providers, and 

administrators, as needed. 
e. Regularly collaborate with families through phone conferences and emails. 
f. As appropriate, provide virtual learning sessions with individual students with parent 

permission. 
g. Provide weekly check-ins to families and students.  
h. Continually monitor student progress and adjust services as needed. 
i. Follow national and state guidance on the procedures and delivery of services for 

students with IEPs. 
 
 

Norma Elementary School-Preschool Center 
The teachers will be utilizing the Seesaw platform as the primary learning management system.  
In addition, each teacher will invite the class to join his/her Seesaw platform.  The related service 
providers (including speech and language pathologist, occupational therapist, physical therapist, 
and case managers, as appropriate) will all be designated as teachers in each class.  They will 
provide their instructional activities for families and students in one location (through Seesaw).  
As appropriate, staff will provide individualized activities for students as needed. 

PROVIDER IMPLEMENTATION OF SERVICES 

Special Education Teachers  
• Teachers will create weekly videos for the students to 

watch on areas of instruction from morning meeting to 
educational songs. 

• Students and parents will have access to online learning 
activities via Seesaw and communication through 
Seesaw and Class Dojo based on Creative Curriculum. 

• Teachers will create individualized lessons virtually for 
students based on their IEP. 
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Speech and Language Pathologists • Speech and language pathologists will provide 
individualized instruction aligned with students’ IEPs 
who receive speech and language services including 
taped or live instructional lessons. 

• Speech and language pathologists will consult with 
families to provide coaching to implement speech 
strategies. 

• Speech and language pathologists will collaborate with 
classroom teachers as necessary and appropriate. 

• Speech and language pathologists will use Seesaw to 
provide activities to all students in virtual instruction.  

Occupational Therapist • Occupational therapists will develop materials which 
can be followed at home (per the student’s IEP). 

• Occupational therapists will contact families weekly to 
provide families coaching for implementing strategies 
as appropriate and necessary. 

• Occupational therapists will collaborate with the 
general education and special education teacher as 
appropriate and necessary. 

• Occupational therapists will use Seesaw to provide 
activities to all students in virtual instruction. 

Physical Therapist • Physical therapists will develop materials which can be 
followed at home (per the student’s IEP). 

• Physical therapists will contact families weekly to 
provide families coaching for implementing strategies 
as appropriate and necessary. 

• Physical therapists will collaborate with the general 
education and special education teacher as appropriate 
and necessary. 

• Physical therapists will use Seesaw to provide activities 
to all students in virtual instruction. 

School Psychologists/School Social 
Workers/Learning Disabilities 
Teacher-Consultant 

• School psychologists, school social workers, and 
LDTCs will provide consistent support to parents, 
students, and staff regarding instructional, social, and 
emotional needs. 

• School psychologists and school social workers will 
contact students who receive counseling services for 
permission to have live individual sessions as 
appropriate and necessary. 

• School psychologists, school social workers, and 
LDTCs will consult with families via phone/virtual 
conferencing and emails. 

• School psychologists and LDTCs will complete any 
testing and meetings, as necessary. 
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Elmer Elementary School (K-1) and Olivet Elementary School (Grade 2) 
For elementary students in kindergarten through second grade, the following services will be 
provided.  Special education staff will utilize Seesaw to deliver their online instructional 
tools.  Below is a list of general services which will be provided.  Special education staff will 
continue to reach out to families and students with individual activities based on their IEP. 

PROVIDER IMPLEMENTATION OF SERVICES 

Special Education Teachers • Students will have access to online learning programs 
through Seesaw (Reading Eggs, Reading A-Z, Fountas 
and Pinnell leveled readers and classroom instruction, 
etc.). 

• Special education teachers will provide a suggested age-
appropriate (and individualized as necessary) schedule 
of learning activities. 

• Teachers will create individualized taped lessons 
virtually for students based on their IEP, as necessary. 

• Special education teachers will review and provide 
feedback on student work that is completed through 
Seesaw, email, or paper. 

• Special education teachers will collaborate with general 
education classroom teachers on a weekly basis about 
each students’ progress. 

• If appropriate, special education teachers will 
collaborate with related service providers about each 
student’s individual progress. 

• Teachers will review student progress and provide 
additional materials, as needed. 

Speech and Language Pathologists • Speech and language pathologists will provide 
individualized instruction aligned with students’ IEPs 
who receive speech and language services including 
taped or live instructional lessons. 

• Speech and language pathologists will consult with 
families to provide coaching to implement speech 
strategies. 

• Speech and language pathologists will collaborate with 
classroom teachers as necessary and appropriate. 

• Speech and language pathologists will use Seesaw to 
provide activities to all students in virtual instruction. 

Occupational Therapist • Occupational therapists will develop materials which 
can be followed at home (per the student’s IEP). 

• Occupational therapists will contact families weekly to 
provide families coaching for implementing strategies 
as appropriate and necessary. 

• Occupational therapists will collaborate with the 
general education and special education teacher as 
appropriate and necessary. 
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• Occupational therapists will use Seesaw to provide 
activities to all students in virtual instruction. 

Physical Therapist • Physical therapists will develop materials which can be 
followed at home (per the student’s IEP). 

• Physical therapists will contact families weekly to 
provide families coaching for implementing strategies 
as appropriate and necessary. 

• Physical therapists will collaborate with the general 
education and special education teacher as appropriate 
and necessary. 

• Physical therapists will use Seesaw to provide activities 
to all students in virtual instruction. 

School Psychologists/School Social 
Workers/Learning Disabilities 
Teacher-Consultant 

• School psychologists, school social workers, and 
LDTCs will provide consistent support to parents, 
students, and staff regarding instructional, social, and 
emotional needs. 

• School psychologists and school social workers will 
contact students who receive counseling services for 
permission to have live individual sessions as 
appropriate and necessary. 

• School psychologists, school social workers, and 
LDTCs will consult with families via phone/virtual 
conferencing and emails. 

• School psychologists and LDTCs will complete any 
testing and meetings, as necessary. 

Behaviorist • The behaviorist will provide strategies and home 
behavior management techniques for families based on 
each student’s individualized needs as per their IEP. 

• The behaviorist will consult with families via 
phone/virtual conferencing and emails to families who 
receive direct and consult services. 

• The behaviorist will consult with the general education 
teachers and special education teachers as needed. 
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Olivet Elementary School (Grades 3-4), Pittsgrove Township Middle School (Grades 5-8), 
Arthur P. Schalick High School (Grades 9-12) 
For upper elementary, middle school, and high school students, the following services will be 
provided.  Special education staff will continue to reach out to families and students with individual 
activities based on their IEP. 
 

PROVIDER IMPLEMENTATION OF SERVICES 

Special Education Teachers • Students will have access to online learning programs 
through Google Classroom (utilization of IXL, Wilson 
instruction, Fountas and Pinnell leveled readers, and 
classroom instruction, Google Meets, etc.). 

• Special education teachers will provide a suggested age-
appropriate (and individualized as necessary) schedule of 
learning activities. 

• Teachers will create individualized taped lessons 
virtually for students based on their IEP, as necessary. 

• Special education teachers will review and provide 
feedback on student work that is completed through 
Google Classroom, email, or paper. 

• Special education teachers will collaborate with general 
education classroom teachers on a weekly basis about 
each students’ progress. 

• If appropriate, special education teachers will collaborate 
with related service providers about each student’s 
individual progress. 

• Teachers will review student progress and provide 
additional materials, as needed. 

Speech and Language Pathologists • Speech and language pathologists will provide 
individualized instruction aligned with students’ IEP’s 
who receive speech and language services including 
taped or live instructional lessons. 

• Speech and language pathologists will consult with 
families to provide coaching to implement speech 
strategies. 

• Speech and language pathologists will collaborate with 
classroom teachers as necessary and appropriate. 

• Speech and language pathologists will use Google 
Classroom to provide activities to all students in virtual 
instruction. 

Occupational Therapist • Occupational therapists will develop materials which can 
be followed at home via Google Classroom and per the 
student’s IEP.  

• Occupational therapists will contact families weekly to 
provide families coaching for implementing strategies as 
appropriate and necessary. 
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• Occupational therapists will collaborate with the general 
education and special education teacher as appropriate 
and necessary. 

• Occupational therapists will use Google Classroom to 
provide activities to all students in virtual instruction. 

Physical Therapist • Physical therapists will develop materials which can be 
followed at home via Google Classroom and per the 
student’s IEP. 

• Physical therapists will contact families weekly to 
provide families coaching for implementing strategies as 
appropriate and necessary. 

• Physical therapists will collaborate with the general 
education and special education teacher as appropriate 
and necessary. 

• Physical therapists will use Google Classroom to provide 
activities to all students in virtual instruction. 

School Psychologists/School Social 
Workers/Learning Disabilities 
Teacher-Consultant 

• School psychologists, school social workers, and LDTCs 
will provide consistent support to parents, students, and 
staff regarding instructional, social, and emotional needs. 

• School psychologists and school social workers will 
contact students who receive counseling services for 
permission to have live individual sessions as appropriate 
and necessary. 

• School psychologists, school social workers, and LDTCs 
will consult with families via phone/virtual conferencing 
and emails. 

• School psychologists and LDTCs will complete any 
testing and meetings, as necessary. 

Behaviorist • The behaviorist will provide strategies and home 
behavior management techniques for families based on 
each student’s individualized needs as per their IEP. 

• The behaviorist will consult with families via 
phone/virtual conferencing and emails to families who 
receive direct and consult services. 

• The behaviorist will consult with the general education 
teachers and special education teachers as needed. 
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Virtual or Remote Learning Program 
PreK (Ages 3 and 4)   

 
• Virtual or remote instruction is planned to implement a full-day school program (8:00am-

2:00pm). 
• Virtual or remote instruction will be a combination of synchronous and asynchronous 

instruction and independent learning activities. 
• All lessons will be posted daily on the Seesaw platform.  
• All parent communication will be posted daily via Classroom Dojo.  
• All lessons/activities are aligned to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for 

PreSchool and the objectives for Creative Curriculum.  
• PreK teachers hold live Zoom or Google Meet sessions with students at specific times in 

the virtual schedule. 
• A student will be considered present if he/she completes the Attendance Assignments 

assigned by the teacher, which should be completed independently and MUST be turned 
in by 11:59 PM.  Completion of work and attendance of live teacher sessions via Google 
Meet will also be considered.   

• If students are not attending live sessions with teachers, both teachers and administration 
will contact parents/guardians to check-in on the child’s progress (academic and social 
emotional). 

• Teachers will collect assessment data via the live sessions as well as work submitted 
through the Seesaw platform. 

• Preschool students have access to daily read-alouds from faculty and staff (via the school 
website). 

• Activity calendars (themed days) are planned for students and families to review lesson 
content. 

• The Master Teacher and CPIS also provide support to students and families that need 
additional help. 

• Students are expected to complete the attendance assignment, schoolwork assigned, and 
attend the teacher’s live session. Parents/Guardians will support their children by helping 
them log into the Seesaw platform.  

• Parents/Guardians will make sure that students are dressed appropriately and free of 
distractions for the live virtual lesson.   
 

 



 12 

Virtual or Remote Learning Program  
Elementary (K-4)  

 
• Virtual or remote instruction is planned to implement a full-day school program (9:00am-

3:35pm). 
• Virtual or remote instruction will be a combination of synchronous and asynchronous 

instruction and independent learning activities. 
• All lessons will be posted daily on the Seesaw platform (K, 1, 2) and Google Classroom 

(3 and 4).  Special Area teachers will utilize both platforms to stay consistent with the 
grade-level platform.   

• All parent communication will be posted daily via Classroom Dojo.  
• All lessons/activities are aligned to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards and 

adhere to the pacing guide/curriculum of the course/class. 
• K-4 teachers hold live Zoom or Google Meet sessions with students at specific times in 

the virtual schedule. 
• At the K-1 levels, a student will be considered present if he/she completes the 

Attendance Assignments assigned by the teacher, which should be completed 
independently and MUST be turned in by 11:59 PM.  Completion of work and attendance 
of live teacher sessions via Google Meet or Zoom will also be considered.   

• If students are not attending live sessions with teachers, both teachers and administration 
will contact parents/guardians to check-in on the child’s progress (academic and social 
emotional). 

• Teachers use educational technology tools within their online platforms, such as Kami, 
Nearpod, Edpuzzle, Flipgrid, Fluency Reader, Boom Cards, and other Google add-ons 
available in the G-Suite for Education tools.   

• Teachers engage students to show their learning in various ways, such as reflective 
writing/drawing, choice boards, journaling, discussion boards, audio recordings, video 
recordings, peer editing of assignments, practice problems, research/writing projects, 
online assessments, etc. 

• Social Emotional Learning is embedded into the virtual schedule as well as the 
curriculum/lessons and Morning Meeting. 

 
Sample Virtual Schedule for Elementary 
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Virtual or Remote Learning Program  
Middle School (5-8) and High School (9-12) 

 
• Virtual or remote instruction is planned to implement a full-day school program and will 

follow the regular bell schedule. 
o Students at PTMS must log into their first class by 8:10am, and the day ends at 

2:45pm. 
o Students at Schalick HS must log into their first class by 7:30am, and the day ends 

at 1:57pm. 
• Virtual or remote instruction will be a combination of synchronous and asynchronous 

instruction and independent learning activities. 
• All lessons will be posted daily on Google Classroom.  
• All parent communication will be posted daily via Google Classroom or Remind. 
• All lessons/activities are aligned to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards and 

adhere to the pacing guide/curriculum of the course/class. 
• If students are not attending live sessions with teachers, both teachers and administration 

will contact parents/guardians to check-in on the student’s progress (academic and social 
emotional). 

• Students will be engaged in guided learning experiences, meetings, and assessments 
using available online resources provided by their teachers using Google Classroom, 
Google Meet/Zoom, and/or other approved digital applications. 

• Teachers engage students to show their learning in various ways, such as reflective 
writing/drawing, choice boards, journaling, discussion boards, audio recordings, video 
recordings, peer editing of assignments, practice problems, research/writing projects, 
online assessments, etc. 

• Social Emotional Learning is embedded into the lesson design (group work, closure, 
lesson content, etc.).  

 
 

Technology and Connectivity During Virtual or Remote Instruction  
 
Goal 
Ensure that every student has access to a device and Internet connectivity.   
 
Pittsgrove Township School District will provide equitable access to technology and Wi-Fi to all 
families.  The District has implemented a 1:1 Blended Learning Program.  Each student (PreK-12) 
has a device (iPad or Chromebook).  Additional devices are available to account for students who 
may need a temporary device.  The district has invested in a specific number of hotspots for staff 
and families in need.  The district will distribute a survey to staff and families at the start of the 
school year to determine who may be without Internet and adjust the need for hotspots accordingly. 
Staff and families communicate technology needs directly to school administration or the Data 
Administrator at the Central Office.  The Technology Department will conduct ongoing 
monitoring of technology access and needs through Tech Support hours as well as feedback 
surveys to address changing needs.  The school handbooks and communication also repeatedly 
remind families of how to access the Tech Department for needs and support to ensure no lapse in 
learning. 
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Meal Delivery During Virtual or Remote Instruction  
 
Goal 
Provide continued safe delivery of meals to eligible students. 
 
During virtual or remote instruction, all eligible students will receive meals.  Communication 
regarding accessing meals each week will be communicated through email, the district website, 
and when necessary, global and personal phone calls. Parents will be required to order meals 
weekly so that food is properly prepared and packaged. This food order can be done through a 
Google Form which can be found on the district website or can be taken individually over the 
phone/email for those families who require that accommodation.  Meal pick-up will be scheduled 
once weekly for the duration of the emergency virtual or remote instruction.  Schalick High School 
will be the pick-up site for meals.  Windows of time will be established for the pick-up of meals.   
Any family in need of meal delivery will be accommodated through the transportation staff using 
district busses. The delivery of the food should happen daily around the same time each 
day.  The delivery will be placed at the front door or closest place as practical to the front 
door.  No contact between the family and the driver should take place.  Drivers may be paired 
with another driver or aide for the delivery of meals.  If they are paired, the pair should remain 
the same for the entire extended school closure, as practical.  

 


